
 
Music Theory Advanced (formerly Pre-AP) 

2021-2022 
 

Contact Info:  
 
Mrs. Casey Muckley               

casey.muckley@gcisd.net 

817-305-4700 xt 2087 

Tutorial Schedule:   

Mon-Thurs 4:00-4:30p 
(but you can get help on 
homework in Remind until 
9pm each day) 

Remind:  

7th period: @8c7kke 

 

 
 
Course Overview 
 

Students will be introduced to various concepts of music theory, aural skills, and sight-singing.  

These concepts include but are not limited to: pitch, rhythm, scales, chords, as well as other 

musical terms and symbols.  This course is intended for 9th-12th grade students with previous 

musical experiences, who intend on later enrolling in the AP class and/or want a focused and 

challenging look into the basic structure and design of music.   

 

Students who are in the 10th-12th grades, who are interested in taking the AP exam, AND who are 

prepared for an extremely rigorous, collegiate curriculum may discuss with Mrs. Muckley about the 

possibility of switching into AP Music Theory.   

 
Text 
 

This class will use various sources for reference including Music in Theory and Practice: Volume I 

by Benward and Saker, and Alfred’s Essentials of Music Theory: Complete by Surmani, Surmani, 

& Manus, among others. 

 

Additionally, students should practice often outside of class with free websites such as 

www.musictheory.net, gmajormusictheory.org, and www.teoria.com.  These websites have 

modules and trainers built in for students to practice and improve on the various concepts that are 

covered and tested in class.   

 
 
 
 
 



Supplies – Supply check for a grade on August 27th. 
(Please reach out to Mrs. Muckley if you are unable to purchase supplies) 
 

• 3-ring binder with a width of at least 1” - Students are expected to keep ALL notes, 

assignments, and graded work in the binder to assist in reviewing for tests/quizzes.  Reviews 

are NOT given for tests, so the notes/worksheets/quizzes that you keep up with will allow for 

ample study material.  It is recommended that you not throw anything away until the end of the 

semester. 

• 5-pack of dividers - Dividers should be labeled and in this order: Homework, Resources, 

Notes, Graded work, Tests. 

• Pencils, wooden or mechanical - Pencils will be the only writing implement used in class other 

than a red pen that is required for grading.  NO PENS for classwork.  Homework completed 
in pen will NOT BE GRADED.  I recommend a pencil with thin lead, like a .5 if you can find it.  

Ticonderoga also make great pencils for our work. 

• Red Pen – for grading 

• Headphones - Each student will need a set of headphones with them every day for class.  
These do not need to be expensive or noise-cancelling.  Just a pair of headphones to help with 

aural practice in class.  IT IS IMPERATIVE that the headphones be able to connect to the 

student’s laptop.  I recommend purchasing a pair that can stay in your backpack. 

 

Grades & Attendance 
 
 

Daily Grades, Homework = 40% 

Daily grades will consist of participation grades, completion grades, and any other assigned work 

in class or for homework.  

 

Quizzes, Tests = 60% 

Quizzes are weighted once in this category.  They may be given at any time and without prior 

warning, and they may include written, aural, and/or sight-singing material.  It is important for the 

student to stay on top of class notes and homework to be prepared for these pop quizzes.   

 

Tests are weighted twice in this category.  Tests will include written, aural and/or sight singing 

materials.  The full schedule of test dates for the fall semester are available in your Canvas 

calendar. 



 
Late Work Policy 

Late work will be accepted for a maximum grade of 70%.  To receive credit, a late assignment 

must be turned in no later than the next class day by end of day.  After that time, the assignment 

will receive a grade of zero and cannot be made up.  

 
Absent Work Policy 

The student receives one make up day for each day missed.  It is the student’s responsibility to 

gather the notes and assignments missed when they are absent.  All class materials are made 

available daily in Canvas and missed work can be printed at home.  I will also have a designated 

spot in the room for a student to find work that they missed if they are unable to print at home.  For 

tests and projects, dates are known well enough in advance that the student will be expected to 

complete or turn in work upon return to school.  Missing the review day before the test does 

not excuse you from taking the test.  For assignments submitted in Canvas or other digital 

platform, students will be expected to turn in work by the published deadline and will not be 

excused because of an absence.   

 

Reassessment Policy 
ALL failing work completed and turned in on time can be reassessed for a max grade of 70%.  

For homework and quizzes, the corrected work will be due on the following class day (the due 

date will be written on the failed assignment).  These types of assignments may be corrected at 

home or during scheduled tutorials.  Assignments corrected and turned in later than this deadline 

will not be accepted for a reassessment grade.  For tests, there will be an assigned day after 

each test for corrections to be completed in class.  If the student is absent on the day of 

corrections, it will be their responsibility to schedule a tutorial with the teacher to complete 

corrections.  Also, in the event of a student’s absence on corrections day, their grade may not be 

able to be changed before progress reports/report cards/UIL eligibility goes through.  Please plan 

accordingly.     

 

 

Extra Credit 

There are NO extra credit assignments in this class.  There are, however, many opportunities for 

you to improve your grade, such as: 



1. Every test will include bonus questions to make the max grade approximately 102-108 

points.   

2. Please see the reassessment policy above.  You may correct EVERY assignment in my 

class so long as you adhere to the appropriate deadlines.   

3. I am available for homework checks in Remind EVERY DAY until 9pm.  If you send a photo 

of your homework before 9pm and before it is due, I will circle all items missed and send it 

back to you.  You then have the opportunity to correct those mistakes and turn it in the next 

day for a potentially higher score than if you had completed it without my help.  There is NO 

limit to how often you can send me something to check, so please take advantage of this 

lifeline. 

 
Classroom Rules* 
 

1. Respect – This should cover everything.  Talking over another student or talking while the 

teacher is talking is inappropriate and unacceptable.  Any kind of bullying (in class or online) 

will be dealt with swiftly and severely in accordance with school policy. 

2. Be on time.  The student must be in the room by the 3rd chime of the bell to avoid being 

counted tardy.  If a student arrives after the bell, he/she will be counted tardy unless they 

have a pass from a teacher excusing their tardiness. NO excuses and NO exceptions. 

3. Homework in pen will NOT BE GRADED.  Pencil only on assignments and tests.  Any type 

of pen or hi-lighter may be used in your notes, feel free to use color to make your notes more 

dynamic. 

4. Cell phone/Laptop use is solely at the discretion of the teacher.  There will be times when the 

teacher will request that the technology be put away (i.e. quizzes, tests, various assignments, 

during lectures, etc.).  In these times, the technology needs to be stowed away or will be taken 

up by Mrs. Muckley.  If this problem persists, the student may forfeit the right to use technology 

in the classroom.   

5. This is a class designed to earn college credit and it will be treated as such.  The student may 

find some or all of the material extremely challenging.  If the student needs help, it is the 
student’s responsibility to communicate with the teacher to get help or get caught up.  Help 

can’t be given if it isn’t requested. 

6. Cheating will not be tolerated.  All parties involved will receive consequences in accordance 

with the school’s academic integrity code and parents will be notified.  1st offense 

consequences include: the student’s parents are contacted, the incident is reported in 



skyward, and ISS is assigned (this means the student is no longer eligible for exam 

exemptions). 

 
*Other rules may be added to this short list as needed according to behavior in class. 

 
Recommendations 
 

For a personal, thoughtful, and well-revised recommendation for a scholarship, college admission, 

or job, be sure to submit your request at least 2 weeks in advance of the deadline.  If you request 

a recommendation with less than 2 weeks notice of the deadline, your request may be denied.   

 
Contacting Mrs. Muckley: 
 

E-mail or Remind is the absolute best way to contact me.  If you would prefer to talk on the phone, 

please let me know in an e-mail and be sure to leave a phone number and the best time to contact 

you.  I will do my best to return all communication within 24 hours (excluding weekends).   

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Music Theory Advanced Syllabus Agreement 

 
Students: I have read the Music Theory Advanced Syllabus and understand that I will be held 

accountable for the rules, expectations, and responsibilities of this class for the entirety of the 2021-

2022 school year.  As this is an advanced course, I understand that it is my responsibility to 

professionally communicate with the teacher about my grades, class work, absences, and any other 

related concerns I may have.  I understand that should I fail to attend tutorials or communicate with 

the teacher about my grade concerns well before the grading period ends, I will have to accept the 

grade my efforts have earned. 

 
   
 

X__________________________________________   
Student signature       
 
X__________________________________________ 
Printed Student name 

 
 
 
 
Parents: I have read the Music Theory Advanced Syllabus and understand that my student will be 

held accountable for the rules, expectations, and responsibilities of this class for the entirety of the 

2021-2022 school year.   

 

 
X__________________________________________   
Parent signature       
 
X__________________________________________ 
Printed Parent name        
 
X__________________________________________ 
Best contact Phone Number       
 
X__________________________________________ 
Best contact e-mail 

 


